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zakat 1s one of the important acts of worship in our Islamic faith and in the life of a
Muslim, second only to the declaration of faith and prayer. It is one of the pillars of
Islam, enjoined upon us by our Lord, the Exalted, due to its benefits for both the
giver and the recipient, from among the eight categories mentioned in the Holy
Quran. The giver benefits by increasing their wealth through giving to the poor,
and by attaining God's pleasure and Paradise in the Hereafter. The recipient
experiences joy and relief from their worries. Our Islamic faith, through this pillar,
considers the interests of both the rich and the poor. Like other acts of worship,
God, the Exalted, has not made it difficult for Muslims; rather, He has made it easy,
as with other acts of worship. Our religion is one of ease, not hardship. Therefore,
zakat is levied on what exceeds a Muslim's wealth or reaches the minimum
threshold (nisaby for zakat to be obligatory. It is preferable to begin with relatives,
then those further removed, in accordance with the kinship ties enjoined upon us
by our Islamic faith.

Keywords: Zakat, nisab, sadaqah, 'ushr, kharaj)
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